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Thus it is a privilege to join the Society, and work
for the Society is its own reward, while the opportunity
grasped now will give a member a larger opportunity
for unselfish work in the future. This in itself is a great
personal gain to a member who in addition becomes part
of a living organism and shares its life, which is of a
higher order, both in quality and quantity, than his own life
as an individual. In other words, his consciousness be-
comes linked with that of the leaders of the movement and
through them to the Masters of the Wisdom, the real
founders of the Society.

Again, the practical application of Theosophy i&
philanthropy, and the true Theosophist is ever a philan-
thropist. Now, people dissipate their energies and do not
succeed in breaking down a wall in front of them when
each individual is knocking independently at a different
place. But work is more useful and effective when carried
on with concerted effort by a group or a society than when
undertaken by independent individuals, and the problems
of the spiritual and social progress of the world can be
dealt with much better by such a Society under the guid-
ance of the Great Ones than by individual men, however
sincere and well-intentioned they may be.

Many could not help coming into the Society, for they
have in the past taken great pains to study the Ancient
Wisdom and laboured and worked for the dissemination of
spiritual knowledge.  Their brains may not remember,
they may not be aware of it, but their ego knows and in
their superconsciousness that knowledge resides.  The
proof that the memory is there, that the consciousness is
awake on the higher planes, lies in the fact that, unlike
otherwise clever people who feel a sort of intellectual
vagueness in the study of Theosophy, they are able quickly